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Thr Nature and Uſe thereof 3 


Fee in the + Republic of. 


— He Uſe or RTE of the ITE Los NF 2 the Eabe 
And Poſtellas conceiveth, that the Venetian ic of tbe Ball, is Eaters nora 
which was of th 7 in the Commonwealth of Iſrael, e Ly mn 

Cicero himſelt doth give a very good account, ads VELY;grea Epping of 
the Table or Ballot of the People of, Rome; And certainly home 
ever attain'd to theix Grandeur and Reputation in the W 

Ballot. By this only Art (we had almoſt ſaid) the Commonw Hold, at Fenice . — 

ery it Tt — the moſt potent enemies for theſe 1300 Lear, and it bath uri in hs 
teſt our of any State in Europe. 110 $012 2 

uber the Balbtting is us'd, thoſe States are,moſi free from all. fallen and Rebels 

There, Perſons of the moſt accompliſhe Parts are advanc'd.for their 28 

There, Virtue is as ſpeedy a Ladder to climbe unto Honour, as 180 Tel dn of Birth; aud a 
good Man is as much teſpected as a great. 

Every one giveth his Elsction — Vote. fredy, and that without che frar of Great ont 
Favour to Freinds ; But according to the Value, and Worth of the Perſons, do give 
Suffrages; and for thoſe who art of the, moſt Noble Spirits: Not for Rar d ing 
own ib Intereſt, to thę i veriſhing of the Publick. 2 

There is not a place fox Penſioners, who are the Burt of a Nation, and the Suckers, which 


hinder the growth of any State, 
They are very juſt in their Rewards and Puniſhments; ; which rightly leid, do ballagce 2 


vernment, 
By theſe means theix Councellors are of. great Honour, and wiſdom; far 
it their Maler, piece of Credit, to give venturous Councils, 


or : And Princes uſually find Inſtruments more for t 


which no great or 225 
Will aud Humour = 
Honour 3 which never can ſo in this 8 ee. ever prefer 


their 8 
cils with Reaſon, before raſb , which only * can 


24 


Their management of their Treaſure is prudent, and their Officers frugal in the diſpoſal of 


Height; And certainly nothing doth conſume it ſelf like Prodigality; (which ſome by miſtake | 


call Libertyz) For if it be long us'd, it takes pwagthe means io continue it, and conſequently | 
ir does make a State poor; or elſe to avoid poverty, it's often exforc'd to oppreſſion, and | 
thereby becomes odious. 


It is ne | (lite Venice) fog every State to have a full *Txcaſure,, it it be but For the 
keeping up of ia Reputation abroad; For the powerof a State is valued according tb the ful. 
neſs of its Purſe, rather than the largeneſs of its Teritories. 

=p that «ge but few; and #hey make choice of ſuch as arc knowigg : For, 
being . need ot abuſe the State themſelves; and, being knowing, they WII no ſuſ- 


others p do it. = 7 ä 

But inme — when there arc ſuch multitudes of Officers, (which is @& gre@ca- 
Darn) gy ſerve for thing, but to rifle the Princes Purſe, and che fuller they fill Re 
offers, the more facile is their Juſtification, when queſtion'd. 

Neither are they for making of Parties, or for Debaucheries in Elections; as it is obſery'd 
(to our great grief) in ſome other places. I 

There are no Tumults or noiſe at their Votes or Suffragez, which in ſome places are ſo great, 
that Strangers (hearing the ſhouts and noiſe they make, ) have conceiv'd themſelves to be at 
_— 55 AY 1 0 * — 

hat State chat aeh it, ppl} nes hade the greateſt advantages againſt others oh ule 

it not: Na ee ro: PLIES: ms 6) wich ufeth the Ane. 

Carthage had never been ſubdu'd by the Romans, but that the Romans us d the B. lot, as 
well as they themſelves; And that makgs us often to think, that Venice preſerving her ancient 
Rules and Methods of Bollpting, muſt be immortal. 118517 

Let us conſider, that Auno 1508. when the Emperour, and moſt of the Kings and Princes 
of Europe entred into a League againk Her, (by this one practice) how prudently ſhe behav d 


her ſe] ain 72 
We — t inſtance the pruden conduct, and the managemoꝶt of their Affairs againſt 
the moſt ſqͥ le power of the Sulig, which wguld have becg x Aout if got'g-Confution, 
i z if ene he Ottoman power, and the euntinuance of 
hat by this Art they haue one more ſevere execu- 


themſelves (Which by the Rall would ealily have been prevented) they ne- 
vet effc@ed iy Action of Grandieur w or gain'd on A but to loſe again. 227 


Golgee the King of Mindao, a Prince who had many Kingdoms and great Dominions, being 
in a'War$ and for the better carrying on of the ſame, aſſembled his Grand Conciliado, ot Con- | 
eition of Starter,” {fox' without them no Money could be rais'd,) which conſiſted of deere | | 
and Prpnuls's; tas with us in England,) that is, of Lords and Commons: They being aſſembled, | 
granted many Royal Aids to the King; But being continued together over long, they fel into | 
Panties,” (as grezt Bodies are very apt to do.) Some accufing the moſt eminent Miniifters of 
geste fos their if Councel, and mate adminiſtration of publick Affairs; Others oppoſing the 
rent ing of ay further Aid, affirming that Taxcs and Impofitions bught to be in the State, 
2s Sails in a Ship, not to charge and over- lade it, but to conduct and aſſure it. 
5.5! The Hing a 


Arg ſo many of them to be Froubleſom, the better to obtain his oww ends, 
togk them off by Hopoprs, Preſeꝛments and Penſions; But thereby the King became Indigent, 
whe Subjects ralſerably poor, and the great Council (which ever v to be a Medicine to heal | 
up any Rupture in g Princes Fortune, ) were grown worſe than the Malady, broken into Par- 
Nes becauſt-dthers were prefer'd in Honours before them ; Who, (as they concetvq) Were | 
wel tnfetior v t Herm ves io Merit; and commonly, the Pegple cannot endure rxceffive 
Fortune aof- Where © iff, x5 jp thoſe who have been in equa) Degree to thew; and ng 
| beyers more Hani; then td fer otheys go before them in the'Princes Favour, who cowe 

them in Virtue and worten. at Cr c 


chin 
h 


1 

The Kingdem heigg in this Diſkerper, and che King incircled in ſa manyſafilicitie; ty 
| 2 Perfian, pa 3 crſan, and g. Great trieng. dy Geiger. —— gs 
| great Council, (for in that juncture it might hazard. Nominiom and rohe tal tb Nen, 
| it being; the great Idyl at. the People,) but to continse them duting his eg and the hetter 
| to reconcile all Intereſis, to caulc 30 to be choſenaur pf the Conciliado to te of Ms CMN Di 

Stado, (or Privy Council as we call itz) whereof 45:46: be: Lords, and 45 to t Comme dd 

all thoſe to be Elected by themſelves by the Bals, ot of. the moſt vit udus and pubſk Spi- 
| rited perſons amongſt them: And every Year. 30 of thoſe, to be temoed out of tiie aA Di 
| Stado, and to return to the Conciliado or Great Council; and by the Balot to make Weise Of 
| ther 10 of tha moſt Eminent amongſt them for Iategvity aad Parts. ar- Tac 

King Galgee gave an exact obſervance to his ſober Council, and by theſe means he united all 
Parties in his Council; and there was ſuch a dug adminitration of juſtice in his Dominters, 
and ſuch virtuous Perſons wers choſen for the marjagenieet of Pubhck Afﬀairs, that 4a à ort 
time King Galgee bec ame ſa potent, and belov'd of: HS People, (for that Prince, who will gain 
their ae len mult give them caſe and pleaty, ) that When Badurius, King of Cembais," ini- 
vaded Mindao with an Army ot 150000 Horſc, and 5 Foot; that prince, by the offi mee 
of his own Subjects, and of ſome merccnary Perſians, and Zagathuy, defeated and detrby'd that 
great Army. : CES 1 8 Te Y 

Certainly, as it was great, wiſdom in Vanly to give this Council, ſo it was great pruderict in 
King Galgee to fallow it; for the great Council contiliing (or at lraſt pttſum d to conſiſt) "bf 
the molt wiſe, and ſufficient Perſons, of all his DOominiens: the Privy Council, and others, tlie 
great Officers of State, being, bi the Balli, choſen out af the molt eminent of them for Parts, 
and Integrity, there mult necds be a rare felicity ot Goverument, 

There could be no complaints of. the male- admigijſitation ot the Miniſters of State, ( which 
uſuaily makes the greateſt noilc ) they being virtuous and wiſe, and choten out of the Balor by 
themſelves 3 neither were they, who: were advanc'd to honour, envied (which is ever an At- 
tendant upon Greatneſs ) by any of the Conciliado; becauſe they themſelves, in time, *might 
attain to that dignity, it their wiſdom and integrity. ſhould in worthy ther. ; 

Which was a rare happineſs ;. fox great men may ſecue themſe]ves from guile, but not from 
enyy : And we have obſerv d, that the greatelt in truſt of Fublick Affairs, art ever ſhot at by the- 
aſpirings of thoſe, who deem themſel ves leis in imploy ment, than they are in merit. | 

Therctore it highly concerns great Miniſters of State, ro keep Sentinel for every ſtep the 
tread is pav'd with Fate, and every misfortune of theirs commonly. procutes them as hw by 
honour, as it they had been perfidious in their practice, and their unhappineis is deem d for 2 


rime. 3 1. 
? Therefore let thoſe, who are rais'd to the height of their greatneſs, conſider, that Princes 
Favours are always perillous aud that it's a difk:uk thing to ſtand lou tim upon Ice, and that 
the Fall ( how gentle ſoc vet) will never ſuffer them again ta riſe. | 
But King Galgee, by his prudent Government, had a peculiar felicity vu his Reign, and eta 
blith'd bis Daminions upon the Center of a flourithing Happineſs ; yet woe canast but obſerve 
one great Solœciſm in paint of State, ia King Galgee's rtwarding, fo  nany-pezſons, tot being 
troubleſome unto him; for that prince, who does practiſe it, ſhali nnd, thut no foon:s he takes 
off one, but preſently another gets ups ard it wkanimate others to df when they find 
fuch encouragement for being troubleſome , and at laft, if the Frince he ho hahe to gratitie all, 
| ( which is impothble for him to do) is may turn to the diſſolus ion of rar Gnwtrhment; : © 
| But certainly King Galgee could havc no kindoelsfor thaſe perfons, he tui fd ad vanc J, (Pre- 
| ferment being the reward of Virtue, and not to gratifie diſquiet Spirits ) aud the People, who 
are ever jealous of their Rights, mull look upon them, 45 bttraycrs of thwir babe eies; and the 
end pf iuch perlons ( it one well oblerve it J is commonly very miſurabiam i nꝗ the Subjets 
never ſo much repine at their Contributions, as when they obſerve them tu bb te zr Ww ar of 
perſons, to whom Fortune, not Merit, gives a growth. IVES bs 1.41 14 
„ It was a Remark of Henry the Fougth of France, that ſuch pes ſons, uo made the greateſt noife 
'p the Pariiament of Paris, were men of the lcaſt ſaſficteney i but they had:ſoferongues, and hard 
aces, they did not vent their ow] conccits, but the pfpjectiom and defigns ti 'dthersd and they 
were like hollow finging Bullets, which uſually flew but half way to the Mark; Whevtds'thie 
Deſigner doth execution, 'but,mpkes_no-report. +1 on Ln 240d is mort lf 
Tr; was afterwards obſerv'd, that the ducceſſors of this great Galgerinap imĩtatim ln extillent 
Arts of Governmeat, and neglecting the choice of the great Miniſters of State by the Ball J by 
r whereof men of ao (uthgjency,were-promone te the higheft Ofices of State, _— ve 
;ouragement to others of more deſert 3 and, by their male adminifirationy diſtument : 
{17 Thereby 
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had been invincible." nth 

5 Ed Ganorattieve but fis of dhe habs mey ſaie with, if che Pri „ and ks gre 

Opn leona 2 Law for the practice of it ; ncittier is it any diminut n to the Prince's 

ity» to depart with the conferring of Offices 3 when, by the uſe of the Balot, all things will 


wal to Honour, -and the aggrandizing of his Natne. 
. many tines it's as fatal — t have bad Officers under him, as for himſelf not to 


2 which was made from Richard the Second, was more for the' difpleaſure taken 


1378S 


cious to conlider. 
The Practice, and Method, which the State of Venice uſeth in theit Elections by whe Bal may 
be read at large in Conterini, Gianotti, and Sanſovinus; but in caſe theſe Authors be wanting 


„ 


MF John Rays Obſervations, printed Amo 1673. will fully inform you, who hath (folio 1 57. 
— ly collected out of the ſaid Authors, all the Obſervables in their Elections; which would 
© beover* tedious to expreſs here, the ſame having been perform'd ſo particularly, aud excellently, 
by that learned Gentleman. 
We will here ſet down, in a few lines, ſomewhat of the Praftick Part ( ſör it is usd in ſome 
— _ more nicety, than in others) in great Councils of State; we will mention the moſt 
ere. 
The Electors being aſſembled in ſome convenient Place, ( as a great Hall, &c. ) the doors are 
hh: up, and the Prime Officers, who aſſemble, or call together the Electors, keep the Keys 
the EleQtion be over, 
The Syndicks or chief Officer for that purpoſe, takes the Ballet - Box, and opens it in the 
view of all the „ to ſee that it is empty, and without ſecret Conveyances ; then pla- 
ceth ĩt on a Table r that purpoſe, at one end of the Root, and calls ſuch of the Company as 
| he thinks may make moſt diſpatch ; gives to each a Ball in the fight of the People, 
A ® In ſome Place; à little Ball made of fine Linnen, as at * Venice; he puts into the Box, either the 
5 thy «ſc Beans. Affirmative, or _ tive, and fo departs to one fide from the reft ; and then he 

1 calls the next, and does the like to him, and ſo of the reſt, till all are call'd; all, 
7 who have voted, fland apart by themſelves, 

The emo „and hath a partition in the midft, the which hath two holes to 
I F the Ba sin, which are Taper. wiſe, broader at the top, and narrower at 
4 ſo b —— the right-hand hole is fot the * Affirmative, and the left for the Ne- 
ö = be and gative. 


Aud, becauſe that no man ſhall know on which fide a man puts his Ball, c 
1 his vote) there is a place roundifh made in the Box, to feb in the Hand 
and Arwalmot way to the Elbow, ſo as the Hand being in the Party may ler his Ball drop 


as 15 
— all have 7 Ballotting,the Box is oper/d;und what is in the Affirmative noted down. 
Then the nent Competitor is Bultotred for, as the former, and fo of the reſtz and he who hath | 
wol Vote in the Affirmative, is elected. | 
A perform'din a ſhort time, without nen tumult, without avimoſities, 


and che ng always is elected : * 
FINIS. 
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